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1. A region divided

Å Little cross-border trade and investment

Å It was not always this way

Å Greater integration among people

Å The power of culture and geography



South Asia is the least commercially integrated region

Source: Based on UN Comtradedatabase. 
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Intra-regional foreign direct investment is minimal

Source: Based on the IMF Coordinated Direct Investment Survey (2011). 
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The MauryaEmpire 
(3rd century BC)

The CholaDynasty (9th

to 13th centuries AD)

Source: The Metropolitan Museum of Art (2011) and DrKiernan(2006), distributed under a CC BY-SA 3.0 license  
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The Mughal Empire 
(17th century AD)

The British Raj 
(20th century AD)

Source: Keeby101 (2014) distributed under a CC-BY-SA-3.0 licenseand Oxford University Press(1909), distributed under aCC-
BY 2.0 license.



The region was well connected for trade

Source: Oxford University Press (1909), distributed under aCC-BY 2.0 license.
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Many South Asians were born elsewhere in the region

Source: Based on the World Bank Global Migration Database(2011).
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A large fraction of remittances originates in the region

Source: Based on the World Bank Global Migration Database (2011), using the methodology developed by Rathaand Shaw (2007). 
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Large ethnic groups spread across modern borders
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South Asian culture has flourished beyond boundaries
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Bengali 
culture

NusratFateh

Ali Khan

Sufi music

Bollywood 
movies



The biggest agglomeration is an Indo-Pakistani city

Source: NASA Earth Observatory based on NPP VIIRS data. 
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Integration builds on old links
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